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Introduction 
The Heritage Group of CIBSE {Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers} has considerable 
information on the history of Refrigeration. In addition, the Heritage Group Archive, compiled over some forty-
five years, holds a large collection of textbooks, catalogues and technical papers on the subject, but most of it 
relates to refrigeration for comfort and industrial air conditioning. Comfort air conditioning really began in 
America in Chicago movie theatres around 1917. In the 1920s, this was transformed into a major industry, 
especially with the arrival of the “talkies” and the centrifugal water chiller. By comparison, air conditioning for 
office blocks started in 1928 at the Milam Building in San Antonio, Texas and early growth was slow.  
  
Information held by the Heritage Group on Cold Storage and Ice-Making has, until now, been limited, probably 
because this specialist subject is generally not dealt with by CIBSE or its Members. The history of the harvesting 
and storage of natural ice has been dealt with in many publications. It was widely used in the Southern States of 
America until supplies to the Confederacy were blocked by the Union during the Civil War. This led to the 
development of refrigeration machines for ice-making and then for cold stores. This ebook covers the period from 
1875 until the early years of the Great War in 1915. 
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Text from THE SECOND EPOCH 1875-1914 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF REFRIGERATION, PARIS 1979 
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